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WISDOM TEETH ADVICE SHEET

Wisdom teeth usually appear in your late teens or
early twenties. They are the last molar teeth. Some
people never develop wisdom teeth. Others can
have up to four teeth, one in each corner of the
mouth.

Sometimes wisdom teeth do not come through
the gums properly. This may occur if there is not
enough room for them or they are pointing in the
wrong direction. This is called impaction. Wisdom
teeth can be partially or completely impacted. Not
all wisdom teeth require removal.

The main reasons for removal of wisdom
teeth are:

* Recurrent infection with pain and swelling.

» Decay in the wisdom tooth or neighbouring teeth.
» Gum disease around the wisdom tooth or
neighbouring teeth.

» If the wisdom tooth has a cyst associated with it.

NIAMH BOYLE SPECIALIST ORAL SURGEON

Following wisdom tooth removal you may
experience pain, swelling of the face, stiffness of the
jaw and some bruising of your face.

Any pain or swelling is usually at its worse 2- 3
days following your operation and then gradually
improves. You may also have dissolvable stitches.
These usually disappear within 2 weeks.

Your surgeon will advise you on pain relief and may
prescribe antibiotics.




